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content/uploads/2026/05/

AI_in_5_Teacher_Handout.pdf

1 Purpose

Help students use AI to think better, not think less, during group projects and project-based learning. The goal is structured, visible,
and transformative AI use — not passive outsourcing.

2 How to Introduce This to Students

“In this project, AI is allowed — but only as a thought partner. It can help you brainstorm ideas, organize your plan, and get
feedback. It cannot do the work for you.”

“Any idea, sentence, or structure that ends up in your final product is your responsibility, even if an AI tool suggested it.”

3 Three Approved Ways to Use AI

A Brainstorming with Constraints

SAMPLE PROMPTS STUDENT TASK

B Planning and Roles

SAMPLE PROMPT STUDENT TASK

C Feedback and Iteration

SAMPLE PROMPT STUDENT TASK

CHANGE LOG TEMPLATE

“Suggest five project ideas about [topic] for a high school class.
We have [time frame], [number of students], and [resource
limits].”

•

“Give us several possible angles for a project on [issue] that
could affect our local community.”

•

Choose one idea.▸

Cross out at least two others.▸

Explain in 1–2 sentences why each was selected, rejected, or
revised.

▸

“Create a three-week project plan for four students. Include
tasks, suggested deadlines, and who might do each task.”

• Replace generic labels with actual names.▸

Adjust dates to match your real calendar.▸

Revise the plan to fit this assignment — add or remove tasks as
needed.

▸

“Here is our draft survey, script, or intro paragraph. What might
be confusing? What assumptions are we making? What
questions should we be ready to answer?”

• Write a short change log documenting what the AI suggested,
what you changed, and what you rejected — and why.

▸

What did the AI suggest?●

What did we change because of that feedback?●

What did we reject — and why?●
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4 Three Class Guardrails  (Post where students can see them)

5 Reflection Questions

Visibility

If AI helped, its use must appear somewhere
in the group’s process record — screenshots
or copied exchanges in slides, notebooks, or a
digital log.

No receipts, no credit.

1 Transformation

No AI output should be copied directly into
the final product without meaningful
revision: paraphrasing, combining, critiquing,
or extending.

If AI wrote it, students must rewrite it.

2 Attribution

Students should answer “Who came up with
this?” honestly: “The AI suggested it, and we
kept it because…”

Hidden use is not allowed. Honest attribution
is.

3

For Students

Where did AI genuinely help your group think more clearly or
creatively?

Where do you think your group relied on AI too much?

What did you learn that you would not have learned by simply
accepting AI’s first answer?

1. 

2. 

3. 

For Teachers

Did adding an AI step make students more engaged and
organized — or more passive?

Which of the three approved uses produced the most
meaningful student thinking?

What would you change about how you framed AI use for the
next project?

1. 

2. 

3. 
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